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UPCOMING HOLIDAY CLOSURES 

New Years 
 Friday, January 1, 2021 
 Saturday, January 2 
 
Martin Luther King. Jr. Day 
 Monday, January 18 
 
Good Friday, 
 Friday, April 2 
 Saturday, April 3 
 
 

Memorial Day 
 Saturday, May 29 
 Monday, May 31 
 
Independence Day 
 Saturday, July 3 
 Monday, July 5 
 
Labor Day 
 Saturday, September 4 
 Monday, September 6 

 

T he Maurine Gray Literacy Center is pleased to announce that two of our students passed the 

last portion of their High School Equivalency tests.  
We will look forward to celebrating with them and 
others at our graduation service. 

 

T he Citizenship test has undergone some major changes.  The total number of study questions 

has increased from 100 to 128.  The number of  
questions asked on the test has increased from 10 to 
20.  Sixty percent of these (12 questions) must be 

answered correctly to pass.  Forty of the current test 
questions are the same while the remaining 88 are 
new or rephrased.  The new test is effective                

December 1, 2020 so those who apply after that date 
will be required to take the new test. 
 

W e are looking forward to a year of helping out students succeed in meeting their goals. 

Maurine Gray Literacy Center 
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An Optical Illusion Booklist 

After completing the Optical Illusion Art for the 
January Imagination Kit and your child is still 
interested in the concept, take a look at a few of 
these books with your child(ren).  If the title(s) 
you are interested in is not at your local branch it 
can be delivered to your local branch at no 
charge to you. 
 
¶ Astounding Optical Illusions by Katherine 
Joyce 

      Miller Library  J153.74 JOY 
¶ Look!: the Ultimate Spot-the-Difference Book 
by April Wilson 

     Willard Library  J152.1 WIL 
¶ The New Book of Optical Illusions by Georg   
Ruschemeyer 

      Main/Miller/Willard Libraries  J152.14 RUS 
¶ Opt: an Illusionary Tale by Arline Baum 
      Main/Johns/Miller Libraries J FIC BAU 

¶ Picture Puzzler by Kathleen Westray 
      Johns/Miller Libraries  J152.148 WES 
¶ Simple Science Experiments with Optical                    
Illusions by Elji B. Orii 

      Johns/Miller Libraries  J152.48 ORI 
¶ Ultimate Eye Twisters: a Mesmerizing Mass of    
Optical Illusions by The Archimedes                             
Laboratory 

      Willard Library   J152.14 ULT 
¶ Xtreme Illusions by The National Geographic                   
Society 

      Johns/Miller Libraries  J152.14 XTR 
 
Adult title possibly of interest: 
¶ The Ultimate Book of Optical Illusions by Al                    
Seckel 

      Miller Library    152.148 SEC 
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Tyrrell Historical Library 

T he library has three important                             genealogical databases that are free for 
patrons to use at the library. They include: 
Ancestry Library Edition, American                         
Ancestors, and Heritage Quest. Staff can                    
assist patrons with these genealogical                           
database systems when visiting the library to 
do research. 

I  n addition, there are two other online web sites available to patrons related to the    
local history archives of the library. One is a 
digital portal site that consists of scanned 
images from specific collections with                          
descriptive background information that                      
describe the historical significance of the 
item. This particular web site is hosted by 
OCLC CONTENTdm and can be reached by 
going directly to the following web address: 
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.
org/cdm/ 

T he other online web site is a                             comprehensive guide to various                        
cataloged collections contained in the local 
history archives of the library. It consists of 
historical background information with a                  
detailed description of those materials that 
make-up a given collection. The description 
of materials for a collection is documented 
down to the folder level of arrangement . 
This specific web site is hosted by LYRASIS 
and is known as AchivesSpace and can be 
reached by going to the following web ad-
dress:  http://archivesspace. beaumonttex-
as.gov. 

B oth of the above two online web sites are excellent sources of information by 
which a patron can learn more about the rich 
history that the library has to offer for                 
Beaumont. They can be reached easily 
through personal computer, laptop, tablet, or 

smartphone devices via the internet. Access to 
this online information is on a 24 hour/7 day 
a week basis. These are two valuable                        
resources open to the public for ready use. 

D uring the past month new content was added to the CONTENTdm hosted site. 
This digital portal site grew by 470 items. 
The newly uploaded items were contained in 
the Ina Rogayle Franklin Papers. The site 
now comprises over 89,000 items with 102 
collections found on it. 

L  ikewise, several more recently                          completed electronic finding aids that 
fully describe archival collections were added 
to the libraryôs ArchivesSpace site hosted by 
LYRASIS. The newly cataloged collections 
included: the BISD Story Collection; the 
Marylyn Munsterman Collection; the                     
Charlene Kiker Papers; the United Citizens 
for Law 

E nforcement Records; and an accretion to the Sallye Keith Papers. This site now 
consists of a total of 83 electronic finding 
aids found on it. 

T he library is in continual need of                    qualified volunteers willing to assist 
staff in daily operations. Those individuals 
interested in volunteering are asked to                         
telephone the library and schedule an                            
interview appointment with the branch                     
manager. Please call the library at the                            
following telephone number: (409)833-2759, 
ext. -3300. 

S imilarly, the library is always interested in donations of historic materials related to 
Beaumont and its surrounding communities 
that comprise the Golden Triangle Region. 
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Patrons who may be interested in making 
donations of historic materials to the library 
are asked to contact the library at the                            
following telephone number: (409)833-
2759, ext. -3300. Staff will be glad to speak 
with patrons about possible donations of 
historic materials to the library. 
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